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1. Context of the Proposal
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1. Context of the Proposal
Commission Political Guidelines 2024-2029 Evolving economic, societal and geopolitical dynamics 

EU STRATEGIC AUTONOMY, RESILIENCE AND PREPAREDNESS

It is needed to:
• Close the innovation gap;

• Accelerate decarbonisation to strengthen economic competitiveness;

• Reduce external dependencies. 

• In the framework of the 2025 mid-term review exercise, Cohesion Policy is called to 
boost EU’s strategic political priorities, while accelerating the implementation of 
2021-2027 Programmes.

• Respect of Cohesion Policy’s core principles such as the place-based approach, the 
partnership principle and multilevel governance



2. Main novelties

a. Strategic Priorities

b. Flexibilities and incentives 
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Mid term review 2025: proposed priorities



ETS 
& 

fossil fuels

SEAL OF EXCELLENCE SOVEREIGNTY SEAL

Support by ERDF/CF

Innovation Fund projects 
with a SOVEREIGNTY SEAL 

ALSO for

Production, processing, 
transport, distribution, 

storage or combustion of 
fossil fuels. 
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Support by ERDF/CF

Projects with a SEAL OF 
EXCELLENCE

ALSO for

Investment to achieve the 
reduction of GHG emissions 

from activities listed in 
Annex I to Directive 

2003/87/EC

b. Flexibilities and incentives (3)



Just Transition Fund

• New activity to possibly support:

(p) “Promoting access to affordable   
housing, and related reforms”

• Gap analysis is not required for support
to productive investments in enterprises
other than SMEs

→ no revisions of TJTP for the gap analysis

• JTF can support operations with a Seal of
Excellence and projects directly
participating in an IPCEI

→ need to contribute to JTF SO and TJTP

SOVREIGNTY SEAL

Support by JTF

Innovation Fund projects 
with a SOVREIGNTY SEAL 

ALSO for

Production, processing, 
transport, distribution, 

storage or combustion of 
fossil fuels. 
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